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It is clear that the authors have tended more and more to express in
this book their fundamental belief that any physician who sets out to pre-
vent disease will be better equipped to do so if he is grounded in epidemi-
ologic principles. A familiar statement one hears today, usually from
clinicians, is that the unqualified term, "preventive medicine" is outdated,
as far as they are concerned. Pediatricians are now equipped and trained
to take care of the preventive aspects of their profession; obstetricians in
like manner know best how to take care of maternal and child welfare.
Psychiatrists lead the way in mental hygiene, and the internist is certainly
regarded as inadequate, if, in the care of his patients, he is concerned only
with "curative" medicine. Indeed, it is difficult for the modern clinician
to distinguish between preventive and curative medicine. Why, then, one
may ask, or they may ask, should there be any attempt to make or to
individualize preventive medicine as opposed to curative medicine, particu-
larly as the former is a rather boastful kind of a term.
Some of the answers to these questions will be found in this book, for
it has been a very special concern of the authors to explain this very point.
In the 40 pages which Dr. Clark devotes to the chapter entitled, "An Epi-
demiologic Approach to Preventive Medicine," he goes to some length to
point out that the pediatrician, internist, or obstetrician who believes him-
self well equipped to take care of the preventive aspects of his work, would
probably be better qualified to do this if he applied epidemiological reason-
ing to his clinical skills. This point of view is also an answer to those who
have maintained that there is no need for "departments" of preventive
medicine in modern medical schools.
The authors present in various chapters a number of features on which
the average clinician, particularly if he has been out of medical school for
a dozen years, may have had limited training. First among these, as already
mentioned, is a grounding in epidemiological thinking. Second, is training
in biostatistics, a subject for which all would-be epidemiologists should
have increasing respect. Another chapter concerns population problems,
long-term illness as a community problem, and the effect of the aging
process on health. Still another deals with genetics for the clinician.
Considerations for the public health officer, whose responsibilities are
concerned with preventive medicine and methods of organizing a com-
munity for action in this respect, also receive a fair amount of attention
in the last 160 pages. However, the main purpose of this volume is di-
rected towards the physician so that he may be informed that there is more
to be learned about the modern care of patients than can usually be found
in the latest editions of most of the modern clinical textbooks.
JOHN R. PAUL
IN SEARCH OF MAN. By Andre Missenard. New York, Hawthorn Books,
Inc., 1957. 346 pp. $5.95.
How can one review an encyclopedia? This book runs the gamut from
acclimatization to zygote. In between is collected a considerable mass of
information ranging from genetics and heredity to the spiritual and moral
aspects of mankind. Included are considerations of the effect of the chem-
468BOOK REVIEWS
ical environment on human activity and behavior, as well as the physical
and climatic milieu.
Unfortunately, the book is slanted. Since the author worked with Carrel,
the writing is colored by the dualistic approach to the nature of man.
While admitting that man is a physical chemical machine, his activity is
governed in part not only by the physical laws of the universe but, also,
by spiritual and moral laws. The author pleads for the development of
an elite through the application of what we know about genetics, nutrition,
climate, and education. Inherent in the argument is the belief that the
social organizations of man are more important than the individual. This
is always the argument of the moralist who thinks he knows all the an-
swers and would make others conform to what he believes is right.
The author proposes the development of better individuals but only be-
cause they can thereby build better communities. He admits that the whole
is greater than the sum of its parts, but forgets that the whole cannot
exist without adequate components. Very clearly he assumes the existence
of a moral law which is something over and above the laws of the material
universe. It will be remembered that Sir Charles Sherrington in his im-
portant book, Man on His Nature, calls attention to the difficulty of ex-
plaining how mind, which exists in neither time nor place, and which in-
volves no energy transformations, influences the brain which does exist
in space and in time, and which does involve energy transformation.
This is the key problem, of course. In all studies of man one must
decide, largely as a matter of belief, whether or not man is a special crea-
tion endowed with a mind or a spirit which transcends the physical, or
that man is a collection of material substances subject to natural law
which, because of incredible complexity, acquire qualitative attributes that
the dualists prefer to call mind, or soul. For the dualist, this mind or soul
recognizes the existence of moral law which transcends natural law. Un-
fortunately, this denies the unity of the universe. Moral law then becomes
a matter of belief which cannot be subjected to the same kind of verifiable
analysis to be found everywhere in the physical universe.
It would seem much more intelligent to hold that what is true is right,
and what is wrong is evil. Since our understanding of what is true changes
as our knowledge and wisdom grow, so moral law changes accordingly.
None of us knows all the answers; how stupid the world would be if we
did. It is dangerous to assume, therefore, that the moral law for any gen-
eration holds throughout all generations. This does not deny the existence
of absolutes, but only asserts that man is struggling toward them, but has
not yet reached them.
If you are a dualist, this is an interesting and informative book; if you
are not, it is maddening. H. S. BURR
ATOMIC ENERGY IN MEDICINE. By K. E. Halnan. New York, Philosoph-
ical Library, Inc., and printed in Great Britain for Philosophical Library
by Industrial Press, Ltd., South-end-on-Sea, Essex, 1957. 157 pp. $6.00.
This book was written by a British radiologist for readers not necessarily
having much knowledge of either physics or medicine. Although it is re-
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